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Aurora-
South Metro
SBDC
Helping existing 
and new businesses 
grow and prosper

Virtual appointments 
only

SBDC Host:
CITY OF AURORA
Aurora Municipal Center

CITY OF ENGLEWOOD
Englewood Civic Center

THRIVE WORKPLACE
DTC | Centennial

Free Virtual Consulting
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS CONSULTING

 
Request an appointment today!

www.Aurora-SouthMetroSBDC.com/consulting

Low-Cost Webinars
LEADING EDGETM 

The business planning flagship program 
for the State of Colorado

  
For existing businesses, start-ups and Child Care

Register for webinars today!
www.Aurora-SouthMetroSBDC.com/training

Funding Options 
RESOURCES and PARTNER PROGRAMS

We’ll get your connected. 

VISIT THE WEBSITE BELOW TODAY! 

Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.

  Aurora-SouthMetroSBDC.com
info@Aurora-SouthMetroSBDC.com

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O!er ends 7/14/21.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o!ers require credit quali"cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali"cation.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-833-955-3264

$6499

BY ELLIOTT WENZLER
EWENZLER@COLORADOCOMMUNITYMEDIA.COM

After going back and forth on 
the matter for several years now, 
the Douglas County commission-
ers voted 2-1 on March 9 to re-
approve a new financing program 
for commercial properties.

During the meeting, the debate 
on the issue between commission-
ers, business owners and resi-
dents delved into the very purpose 
of  government.

Commercial Property Assessed 
Clean Energy, or C-PACE, is a tool 
providing up to 100% financing 
for new or existing commercial 
properties that are seeking to 
make clean energy improvements 
to their building. That could mean 
updates or construction on many 
elements, including windows, 
roofs and heating systems. 

C-PACE connects building own-
ers with private lenders for the 
loans, which are then repaid with 
the county’s property tax assess-
ment process. The county then 
receives up to 1% in collection 
fees based on the assessment for 
the life of  the loan.

“I think there are a lot of  ben-
efits to doing this program,” said 

Commissioner Abe Laydon, who 
voted to approve the program. 
“Participation will help us accom-
plish some wonderful economic 
development goals and I don’t 
want to be on the side against our 
economy and against our econom-
ic recovery and against our busi-
ness community that has begged 
us to institute this program.”

This was the third time since 
2019 that the county has looked at 
this issue. In 
November 2019, 
Laydon and for-
mer Commis-
sioner Roger 
Partridge voted 
to approve 
moving for-
ward with the 
program with 
Commissioner 
Lora Thomas 
voting against 
it. However in 
June 2020, Par-
tridge changed 
his vote on the 
matter and 
voted to rescind 
their earlier 
approval.

“We know 
there’s a risk in a lot of  things 
we do as commissioners, and we 
take calculated risks with the 
decisions we make … but when 
we have a risk that’s brought to us 
that’s very evident, it’s our job too 
to minimize that risk,” he said at 

the time.
Partridge went on to say he 

would reconsider supporting the 
program if  the Colorado New En-
ergy Improvement District board, 
which runs the program, would 
agree to certain assurances fur-
ther minimizing the county’s risk 
from involvement in the loans.

During the March meeting, 
George Teal, the newest commis-
sioner, swung the board again 

toward approv-
al by voting in 
favor.

“(It’s) essen-
tially a means 
of  diffusing 
risk through 
the power 
of  the state. 
That’s really all 
it is,” he said. 
“To say that 
there’s no role 
for government 
in the purpose 
of  using the 
power of  the 
state to diffuse 
risk … most of  
government ex-
ists in order to 
do something 

to diffuse risk.”
Thomas and others who spoke 

against the program voiced con-
cern about its impact on increas-
ing the scope of  government.

“I do not feel it is the role of  
government to be smack dab in 
the middle between a commercial 
building owner and a commercial 
bank,” she said. “That’s not what 
government is supposed to be for. 
Government is supposed to be for 
protecting our individual rights.”

The county’s treasurer and as-
sessor also voiced opposition to 
the program during the meeting. 

The treasurer, Dave Gill, read 
comments from both himself  and 
the county assessor, Lisa Friz-
zell, who was unable to attend the 
meeting.

“I don’t want to be in the busi-
ness of  collecting debt for a pri-
vate company,” Gill said. “I don’t 

want to be in the middle of  two 
business entities.”

Two county residents spoke 
against the program and two 
spoke for it.

“Are you for limited government 
or not?” said David DiCarlo, a 
Highlands Ranch resident. “Be-
cause I’ve got mailers from you 
guys saying and promising us 
limited, conservative government 
and this just isn’t.”

Several commenters speak-
ing against the program pointed 
to a C-PACE project in Fremont 
County that has defaulted. Sup-
porters responded by saying out 
of  the program’s more than 2,500 
loans across the country, only two 
have defaulted.

“I can’t look at the one isolated 
percent of  a percent example to 
inform our decision here and 
stand in the way of  millions of  
dollars coming into our economy 
and thousands of  jobs,” Laydon 
said.

One county project that will 
benefit from this passage is the 
Miller’s Landing multi-use devel-
opment in Castle Rock, which will 
now be able to use C-PACE loans 
for financing.

“To me this is a conservation 
tool,” said Shawn Temple, manag-
ing director of  P3 Advisors, the 
master developer of  Miller’s Land-
ing “We’re conserving energy, 
we’re conserving water. To me 
those are noble goals.”

The project, currently in design, 
is expected to be completed in 
three to five years, Temple said. 
Temple hopes to help educate oth-
er local businesses and landlords 
on the program and its benefits, 
he said. 

“By updating their existing 
energy plan or their ventilation 
plan, they can help their prop-
erties save money in operating 
costs,” he said.

The program has been approved 
in 35 Colorado counties.

“The annual energy cost sav-
ings will, in most cases, exceed 
the annual assessment payment,” 
according to C-PACE.

Douglas County approves C-PACE financing program, again
Commissioners vote 

on matter for third time 
since 2019 

‘I do not feel it is the role 
of government to be 

smack dab in the middle 
between a commercial 
building owner and a 

commercial bank.’

Lora Thomas,
Douglas County commissioner
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